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2011-12 FAFSA Now Available

Families must complete form to access various forms of financial assistance

Harrisburg, PA (January 3, 2011) — The Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency
(PHEAA) is reminding students and families that the 2011-12 Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) will be available online at PHEAA.org/FAFSA or fafsa.ed.gov beginning January 1,
2011.

Completing the FAFSA online helps eliminate errors and offers a quicker processing time. Since
most families complete their FAFSA online, the federal government will no longer provide paper
FAFSAs. Families have the choice of completing and submitting the form electronically or printing
the form and sending it to the U.S. Department of Education via traditional mait, To submit the
form electronically, the student and a parent must request a PIN (personal identification number)
at pin.ed.gov. They should receive their PIN in about 3 days via email. The PIN acts as their
electronic signatures.

The FAFSA determines eligibility for federal grants, the need-based Pennsylvania State Grant,
many scholarships, reduced-cost federal student loans, work-study programs, and many school-
based student aid programs. It is the most important step that students and families should take
when looking for assistance in paying for higher education.

In addition to the FAFSA, first time applicants for a Pennsylvania State Grant are required to
submit a State Grant Form (SGF) which contains data elements not included on the FAFSA.
Beginning in late January, students will be able to link directly to the SGF from the FAFSA on the
Web, providing applicants a "one-stop-shop” for both federal and state aid.

Since schools have different financial aid deadlines, it is recommended that families complete and
submit the FAFSA to the federal government before their earliest financial aid deadline. The
Pennsylvania State Grant deadline is May 1 for all renewal applicants and first-time applicants in
degree and transfer programs but it is recommended that families not wait to complete and submit
their FAFSA. Estimated federal income tax information can be used if the family's actual tax form
hasn’t been completed yet.

Help is available for families who have questions or may be having difficulty completing the
FAFSA. Frequently asked questions, overviews, as well as links to preparation worksheets as
well as the online application, are located at PHEAA org/FAFSA.

For the latest financial aid information and helpful tips, upcoming deadlines and free financial aid
workshops join PHEAA on Facebook at www.facebook.com/pheaa.aid.
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About PHEAA

Created in 1963 by the Pennsylvania General Assembly, the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency
(PHEAA} has evolved into one of the nation’s leading student aid organizations. Today, PHEAA is a national
provider of student financial aid services, serving millions of students and thousands of schools through its loan
guaranty, loan servicing, financial aid processing, outreach and other student aid programs.

PHEAA's eamings are used 1o support its public service mission and to pay its operating costs, including
administration of the Pennsylvania State Grant and other state-funded student aid programs. PHEAA continues to
devote its energy, resources and imagination to developing innovative ways to ease the financial burden of higher
education for students, families, schools and taxpayers.

PHEAA conducts its student loan servicing activities nationally as FedLoan Servicing and American Education
Services (AES)

About FedLoan Servicing

Building on PHEAA's 45-plus years of student aid experience, FedLoan Servicing was established to support the
U.S. Depariment of Education’s ability to service student loans owned by the federal government. FedlLoan
Servicing is one of a limited number of organizations approved by the Department of Education to service these
loans and is dedicated to supporting borrowers with easy and convenient ways to manage their student icans. For
more information, visit www.MyFedioan.org.

About AES

American Education Services (AES) was created to guarantee and service a variety of Federal Family Education
Loan Program (FFELP) and private student loan products for lending partners throughout the nation. AESis a
national leader in providing quality customer service to millions of student loan borrowers through its highly-trained
and experienced customer service representatives.  For more information, visit www.aesSuccess.org.




