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The Aonorable Edward C. Fendell

comonrealth of Peinsylvania
225 Mai. CaPitoI
,{ar!isburg, PA 171"? 0

Re: Stat€ Budg€t

Dear covelaror Rendell:

Thank you for your letter of septen$er 19 regaldi$g cbe eo!trlrlonlFal th's
li6cal siruation. I sha.e your tl.isapPointnent that r€venue co:lections
rhrough rhe od of seplenrbe! wer€ {.? pelcent ($?81 mrllior) beloN' !b6 Julv
projections of yoj]r bualget secletary. This sitratiofl ptesents uE with obvtolrs
challenge6, as outlinett in youi letLer, buL a15o alr opporLuitv to implove
our budgeling process ir the fuLure.

I plan to introduce legi€lation eatly next yeat to fi:eate a noDpartisan
r,eg16lative BudgeE office {Lao) . The LBo will b€ responsible for providing
facL-based leverue proiecltons, analyzing ta? propoeals, and doing so in an
open, eranspatenc and lirely fashion. I hope you sil! embrace chis concePt

Under Lhe new serrare Republican leadelshiF, senale expenditures
increased just 2.81 pelc.nt and 2.65 petcenL in the two mo6t recent iiecal
years. AppropriaElons to the senate hav. declined, droPping Irom $r08.3
nillion in flscat year 2005-06 Lo S1 .8 million in fiscal vear 20oa_09, a

decrease of more chan 6 p€rcent. Finally, the actual Dunrber of emprovees in
che Senate Republica. caucus has been r€duc€d fioF 45: in Ja!!ua.y 2006 to 4r3
loday, a decrease of 8 6 percen!. lie will cont.inue to lcok for uava to cul:

EogeLber in lhe months ahead ro do all rhal
wcather this e.onomic domturn,

I look fotsard ro woiking
Be can to help lhe Common'realrh
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